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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Dr. Christopher Shamburg 
FROM: Carol A. Munn 
DATE:  August 17, 2017 
SUBJECT: US POPULATION ENROLLED IN K-12 EDUCATION, 1985, 1995, 2005 
 
This memo provides an overview of an increase in enrollment within the total US population of 
enrolled public school-age children in education system. This analyses specifically focuses on 
highlighting enrollment data for the following years: 1985, 1995, and 2005. The school aged 
children total is key element in determining the enrollment numbers versus using any 
demographics or economic factors. Table 1 reflects the total number of students, by year, 
enrolled from kindergarten (including prekindergarten), elementary (grades 1 through 8) and 
secondary (grades 9 through 12) in the public school system. The total student enrollment for the 
year 1985 was 39,422,000; 1995 the number increased to 44,840,000 and 2005 increased to 
49,113,000 (Digest of Educational Statics, 2014, n.d.).  
 
As displayed in Table 1, the data set was gathered in ten year intervals. This ten-year comparison 
reveals a distinct pattern for the population enrolled in public education. This pattern is 
visualized as an increase in the number of students enrolled in public schools for each specific 
year. For example, there was a 14% increase from 1985 to 1995 with the total enrollment of 
students growing from 39,422,000 to 44,840,000 (see Table 1 and Figure 1). In 2005, adding ten 
more years, the total enrollment rose to 49,113,000 a 10% increase based on the finding from 
1995 to 2005 and an overall 25% increase in total enrollment (see Table 1 and Figure 1).  
 
The data upsurge reflects enrollment increases in each specific year. These variations are 
attributed to the following (a) lower dropout rates, (b) high public kindergarten and 
prekindergarten enrollment (c) more older students enrolled in secondary schools (National 
Center for Education Statistics, 1998). The inclusion of prekindergarten children drove the 
enrollment numbers higher. This additional enrollment indicated a contributing factor within the 
education field. Signaling that society’s views on education was progressing to reflect starting 
school at an earlier age level (Hofferth, n.d.).  
 
Overall, considering all of the factors, dropout rates and inclusion of pre-school children, 
enrollment of public school-aged children increased 25% from 1985 to 2005, based on the data 
gathered and calculated from the IES-National Center for Educational Statistics (Digest of 
Educational Statics, 2014, n.d.). The statistics reflected a steady rise in enrollment over the time 
period. The results provided clear evidence, support, and exposed an insertion of the 
prekindergarten enrollment numbers into the elementary sector of education. This trend asserted 
more pressure on the education system toward providing services to the younger population and 
decreased dropout rates at the secondary level (Digest of Educational Statics, 2014, n.d.). Based 
on this data collection, it would be beneficial for US government to invest in additional funding 
to accommodate the prekindergarten and elementary school education. Therefore it is the 
responsibility of education system to service all learners, no matter what age group.  
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Table 1 
 
US Student Enrollment by Year 
 

Year Prekindergarten/ 
kindergarten  Elementary Secondary 

1985 3,192 23,842 12,388 

1995 4,173 28,165 12,502 

2005 4,655 29,549 14,909 
 

Note: Number of students in thousands. Adapted from U.S. Department of Education, National  
Center for Education Statistics, Statistics of Public Elementary and Secondary School Systems,  
1980-81; Common Core of Data (CCD), "State Nonfiscal Survey of Public Elementary/Secondary  
Education," 1985-86 through 2012-13; and National Elementary and Secondary Enrollment  
Projection Model, 1972 through 2024. (This table was prepared March 2015.) 
 
 
 

	
Figure 1. Comparison of total US population of school-aged children enrolled in 1985,  
1995 and 2005. Kindergarten number includes prekindergarten children. Adapted from U.S. 
Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Statistics of Public 
Elementary and Secondary School Systems, 1980-81;  
Common Core of Data (CCD), "State Nonfiscal Survey of Public Elementary/Secondary 
Education," 1985-86 through 2012-13; and National Elementary and Secondary  
Enrollment Projection Model, 1972 through 2024.  
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