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Create a prototype online environment that focuses on your research/dissertation topic. The topic that 

you choose, and the audience is open. For example, if your topic is robotics in special education, you 

might choose special educators who are interested in robotics as the community, but you also could 

choose a specific type of robot and all those people who are interested in its uses. Another example, if 

you are studying gamified orientation programs for undergraduate STEM students, you might choose 

those students to form a community or you might choose higher education administration as your 

community to understand gamified orientations as a community. The point is to select a community of 

people based on what we’ve learned who are interested in the topic. The topic doesn’t have to be exactly 

your dissertation topic, but it should be very much related. 

 

Make sure that you focus on a human-centered design: begin considering what group of people have a 

need for your work, and then consider how you can use technology to meet that need.  

 

You are going to create an online environment (this can be any form you want). Whatever decisions you 

make in creating this environment will need to be justified in your paper. You MUST use the research 

from our texts to support your decisions. 

 

Consider the four types of online communities: 

https://www.visioncritical.com/types-of-online-communities-best-practices/ 

 

Finished product to submit: 

 

The first page of your paper must include the link to your newly designed online community that 

focuses on your dissertation topic.  

 

Subsequent pages (no more than 4 double-spaced pages) should provide: 

(1) Brief background information as to your design and methodology.  

(2) For specific design decisions, explain why you made the decision you made.  Cite the readings in 

your analysis.   

(3) Where appropriate, note possible alternate design approaches and explain why you chose the 

approach you did.   

(4) Compare and contrast your newly designed site to existing sites (see project 1). 

(5) Finally, does your finished product show evidence that you have met the objectives for this course as 

stated in the course syllabus? Take a look at the objectives and craft your conclusion to include such 

topics as: the purpose of online communities, their technologies, the roles of members, inter-group 

relations, norms and governance as they relate to your community. 

 

 

** Include the link to your site and this paper on your portfolio. 

https://www.visioncritical.com/types-of-online-communities-best-practices/

